
Phalerae from Bonn Museum centurion of legio XVIII 

 
The cenotaph of a centurion named Marcus Caelius and two of his freedman, which was 
found at Xanten and is now on display in the Rheinisches Landesmuseum in Bonn. This 

centurion is associated with the Battle of Teutoburg in 9th year AD, or August period, but in 
detailed to the archeology at the end of the file. 

 
It's been 10 years since I started this project phalerae from Bonn Museum, tomb of Marcus 

Caelius. These are my creative models: silver-plated and gilded version. 



 
 

2 different variants of partially gilded details. 

 
 

In principle, I started working long ago, passed 12 years. Through these 12 years I constantly 
improved my creative work on this  impressive archaeological discovery. These are  phalerae 
refracted and made through my creative view. Most likely antique sculptor has created this 
image by trying to mimic real Roman military order signs (which he may have actually seen) 
аnd now I try to recreate him! Imitation of ancient sculptor is a difficult task because they 
have different thinking from ours!  For them mythology and the classic Hellenistic images 

were the information they complied with! 



 
In the middle of the  harness, where the centurion's hand is, it is not known what the 

sculptor's idea was, the ancient master artist. Is it there are parallel or not!? In this case, I 
decided to put in this set perhaps the most suitable one parallel model for this case: 

Ljubljanca river phalerae from the National Museum of Slovenia with the image of the divine 
Emperor Augustus. 

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/Ljubljanca%20river%20phalerae.pdf 

 
In parallel, I moved and developed with continuous improvement in my creative work and 

my new panther head torque model: 

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/Torque%20Armillae.pdf  

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/Ljubljanca%20river%20phalerae.pdf
http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/Torque%20Armillae.pdf


 
Both torque are tied with nodes across his neck are defined with panther heads, droplets 

imitating the spots of the panthes are clearly noticeable of archaeology. In this case, silver-
plated and partially gilded. 

 
 

А ready-made kit mounted on a leather harness. 

 
Тogether with the reverse side and the method of attachment. 

 



Ready assembled on leather harness set phalerae and torque of cenotaph of an centurion 
named Marcus Caelius 

 

 

The Gorgona Medusa phalerae model. 2 different variants of partially gilded details. 
 

 
 

This herе are my creative projects on this subject as a result of my inspiration from the high 
mastery of the ancient master. Of course, everything is refracted through our creative gaze! 

My biggest model of Medusa-Gorgona are with diameter  95 mm. 

My creative wax models. The back side with the mounting method is also shown. 



 

 
Details on the subject in our website publication: 

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/Gorgona_Medusa_phalerae.pdf 

Lion heads phalera. 

These are two depicted Lion heads phalera. One of them, the left phalera (on his right) 

is not visible but I guess that it is lion's head to the left (on his right). In sync with the one 
positioned on the righwith the profile on the right (on his left). This is a unique image in 

Roman military sculpture, there are no similar interpretations on the subject. So we modern 
reenactors have room for interpretation. 

 
These lions are entirely my art project! Diametar of this model is 75 mm. or 78 mm and are 2 

mm thick. They are partially gilded as the mane of the lions is only gilded in the case to 
accentuate the mane of the lions аnd the mane is a symbol of masculinity and courage of 

lions. 

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/Gorgona_Medusa_phalerae.pdf


 
The 2 Dionis heads phalerae partially gold plated with 24 carat gold of the centurio Marcus 

Caelius. 

 
2 different variants of partial gilding. 

 
These are my creative wax models. I tried to recreate these 2 Dionis heads with wreath of ivy 

and vines leaves, these are symbols typically associated with the god Dionysus, and 
represents prosperity, fertility, and hedonism similarly to Dionysus. 



 
Both original phalerae from this Roman cenotaph are with clearly expressed male heads one 

against another. Turned to his owner centurion Marcus Caelius. 

 
One of the left, the other to the right. Both heads are richly decorated with Ivy wreath. 

Certainly heads of deities. Images are with high relief. 

 



This stella with this sculptural work allows me to interpret in some reasonable limits  of 
course. The right Dionysus has a slight smile that tried to recreate. Dimensions of 2 phalerae  

diameters 78 mm., thickness 1,5 mm. 

 
I made them hollow from the inside to reduce weight. 

 
2 Dionis heads with Ivy wreath phalerae brass cast and polished. 

 

 
Finished silver-plated. Dimensions of 2 phalerae are in diameters 78 mm., thickness 1,5 mm. 

From here can get the difference in brass  and the silver-plated models. Both versions are 
current and beautiful. I made them hollow on the inside to reduce weight. 

 



 
 

The achieved relief is very satisfying! 
 

 

 



 
I have a very large variety of Roman buckles, but in this case I have chosen these two in 

order to silver and gilt them for the leather harness. 

 
Like most of colleagues, I am a fan of Roman history in Germany and am trying to familiarize 

myself more thoroughly with it. We in our club have done our best to prepare for this 
historical period. 5 years ago we produce a Standart for this LEGION XVIII LYBICAE. 

 



To do this Roman Standart we were inspired by the reverse of the denarius coin of the 
legendary commander Marc Antony. 

 
I do not claim that this publication is on a scientific level. My publication is primarily aimed at 

a reenactment society. 

More information about our appearances under the flag LEG XVIII LYBICAE, research and 
reflections on the subject: 

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/LEGION_XVIII_LYBICAE_Vexillum-eng.pdf 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Sources: 

 
Date 9 CE 

Tomb of Marcus Caelius 
Cenotaph of Marcus Caelius 

The most impressive archaeological discovery is much older: the cenotaph of an officer named 
Marcus Caelius and two of his freedman, which was found at Xanten in the seventeenth century and 
is now on display in the Rheinisches Landesmuseum in Bonn. This monument has been known since 
1620, and has been damaged (the lower part is broken off) but the relief and inscription are intact. 

The epitaph (CIL 13.8648): 
 

Marco CAELIO Titi Filio LEMonia tribv BONonia 
I Ordinis LEGionis XIIX ANNorvm LIII S 

OCCIDIT BELLO VARIANO OSSA 
INFERRE LICEBIT Pvblivs CAELIVS Titi Filivs 

LEMonia tribv FRATER FECIT 
 

Details: 
To Marcus Caelius, son of Titus, of the Lemonian district, from 

Bologna, first centurion of the eighteenth legion. 53½ years old. 

http://legio-iiii-scythica.com/images/roman_pdf/LEGION_XVIII_LYBICAE_Vexillum-eng.pdf


He fell in the Varian War. His bones 
may be interred here. Publius Caelius, son of Titus, 

of the Lemonian district, his brother, erected (this monument). 
http://www.livius.org/articles/battle/teutoburg-forest-9-ce/teutoburg-forest-4/?/ 

https://www.livius.org/pictures/germany/xanten-cut/cenotaph-m-caelius/xanten-cenotaph-of-
marcus-caelius/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Caelius 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYS3nrSFy18&t=23s 

 
Kenotaph des Marcus Caelius, frьhes 1. Jh. n. Chr., gefunden bei Xanten/CastraVetera (D), 

LVR-Landes Museum Bonn. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.livius.org/articles/battle/teutoburg-forest-9-ce/teutoburg-forest-4/?/
https://www.livius.org/pictures/germany/xanten-cut/cenotaph-m-caelius/xanten-cenotaph-of-marcus-caelius/
https://www.livius.org/pictures/germany/xanten-cut/cenotaph-m-caelius/xanten-cenotaph-of-marcus-caelius/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marcus_Caelius
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CYS3nrSFy18&t=23s


in action - Rome 2023 

Gaius Crassus Arolus 
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